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City, county to purchase 527 acres for new industrial park

BY PETER W. ZUBATY
PZUBATY@KYSTANDARD.COM

Nelson County now has a third
industrial park on the way.

In recent years, the Wilson
Industrial Park and Nelson County
Industrial Park have both filled up,
leaving local government and
economic development officials
scrambling to find new land for
prospective companies looking to
set up shop here. After much
searching, the City of Bardstown
and Nelson County Fiscal Court
are teaming up to buy 527 acres

of land off of Pennebaker Avenue
to meet that need.

“This acquisition represents a
significant investment in the future
of Nelson County and reflects a
shared commitment to creating jobs,
supporting local businesses, and
ensuring future generations have
opportunities to live, work, and raise
their families in the community they
call home,” according to a press
release issued by Nelson County
Judge-Executive Tim Hutchins earlier
this week.

Bardstown City Council and
Nelson County Fiscal Court have

each passed budget amendments
for the current fiscal year to dedicate
money to pay for the land and
associated infrastructure development
costs.

“We're out of land,” Hutchins said
at a recent Fiscal Court meeting.

As aresult, the county is putting
up $5.5 million in funding, the city
of Bardstown is committing $3
million, and the Bardstown Industrial
Development Corporation will also
be contributing. The city and county
are also pursuing a $5 million loan
through Salt River Electric to help
with funding.

The press release said the property
was purchased through a 50/50
partnership between the City and
County following months of planning
and collaboration focused on creating
new opportunities for economic
growth in Nelson County. The
Bardstown Industrial Development
Corporation (BIDC) will administer
the property.

“This is the culmination of six
to seven years of effort by the BIDC
(Bardstown Industrial Development
Corporation) to locate land, evaluate
it with due diligence about the
affordability of it, and the necessary

utilities that need to be brought to
develop the land,” Bardstown Mayor
Dick Heaton said at a recent city
council meeting. “We have
found a tract of land.”

City and county officials feel this
large land purchase “provides
tremendous potential for long-term
growth” and will lead to new
employers, as well as possible
expansions by current businesses
already located in the county. The
move will create more jobs and boost
the local economy and tax base.

SEE CITY/PAGE A2

The last walk-through
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Above: A little spring cleanmg wasin order
| Thursday night as workers clean ceiling

{ fans at the J. Dan Talbott Amphitheatre
ahead of Saturday's opening night for "The
Stephen Foster Story."

Left: The performers in "The Stephen Foster
Story" do their final run-through Thursday
night in advance of Saturday's opening
night, which marks the 67th year for the
drama. Thursday featured the final dress
rehearsal, while Friday marked "Lights Up,"
a special presentation of the musical for
children and adults with special needs.

PETER W. ZUBATY/The Kentucky Standard

NCS redefining admin roles
on new 6-12 campuses

BY KATELYN NORRIS
KNORRIS@KYSTANDARD.COM

Nelson County Schools is reimagining
school administrator roles as the district
transitions to a 6-12 campus model.

NCS is currently on track to complete
the Thomas Nelson Middle School for
the 2027-2028 school year. The transition
to the combined middle and high school
campus has brought out discussions
about school administrators — moving
away from being generalists to specialists.

The combined middle and high school
campus is also currently in the plans
for Nelson County High School.

Kim Hogan, Human Resources for
NCS, said they’ll be transitioning several
roles to be better suited to build programs

and support students. The Assistant
Principal role is gaining several proposed
changes in this reimagining.

Campus Principals will now oversee
all 6-12 students focusing on the vision
and values, program quality and resource
strategy. Assistant Principals are moving
to become Dean of Community Health
and Dean of Work and Life Readiness.
A third role, Student, Family and Alumni
Life Coordinator has also been proposed.

Superintendent Wes Bradley said this
is a big conversation. Over the last six
months, he said they’'ve spoken with
school administrators to understand
their roles and who they work closely
with. He said they're trying to deepen
the experience for students by specifying
the roles of administrators.

“We're not trying to duplicate the
current model,” he said. “We're trying
to create a model that's deeper and
substantive.”

He said the Dean of Community Health
would focus on student safety and
behavior. Currently, there are
administrators and teams that focus
on this throughout the county, but the
specified roles would allow them to own
the work.

The Student, Family and Alumni Life
Coordinator is a part of a larger con-
versation of the seven-year experience
for students. Bradley said this role would
take on creating the culture and
engagement for the school — focusing
on the messaging and communication.

SEE NCS/PAGE A6

National
Bourbon Week
begins Sunday

23rd annual Street

Concert set for June 20

BY KATELYN NORRIS
KNORRIS@KYSTANDARD.COM

National Bourbon Week will begin Sunday,
while Bardstown Main Street prepares for
the 23rd annual Bourbon City Street Concert.

June 14 is the first day of the 3rd annual
National Bourbon Week, kicking off eight days
of celebration and bringing in visitors from
across the country. On June 20, the beloved
Bourbon City Street Concert will offer another
day for locals to come together.

Sam Lacy, Executive Director of the Bourbon
Capital Alliance, said the core of National Bourbon
Week is their 10 partner distillers. He said
throughout the whole week there are 35 events
in and outside of Nelson County celebrating
bourbon in the region.

BCA’s 10 partner distilleries are Heaven
Hill, Lux Row, Limestone Branch, James
B. Beam Distilling Co., Preservation Distillery,
Maker's Mark, Log Still Distillery, Old Steelhouse
Distillery, Potter Jane Distilling Co. and Barton
1792.

SEE WEEK/PAGE A3

Local fire
departments
raise more than
$200K for Crusade

BY KATELYN NORRIS
KNORRIS@KYSTANDARD.COM

This year local fire department raised a
combine $200,000 during the annual WHAS
Crusade for Children campaign.

Every year, the fire departments across
Nelson County bring their communities
together to raise funds for the WHAS Crusade
for Children campaign. In 2026, the statewide
total was more than $6.2 million, the second
highest total in Crusade history. In Nelson
County, the six area fire departments raised
$201,948.06 together.

Rolling Fork Fire Department raised
$151,552.88, far exceeding the organization’s
goal of $50,000 for their 50th anniversary.
Deputy Chief Chris Cecil said they focused
on community engagement and pride this
year. He said they did their annual roadblocks

SEE CRUSADE/PAGE A3

OBITUARIES

There are no obituaries to report for this issue.
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Kentucky Tourism posts
fourth straight record year

$14.6 billion generated in economic
impact last year, supporting 96,993 jobs

On June 10, Gov. Andy
Beshear announced that 2025
was the best year ever for
Kentucky tourism, with $14.6
billion generated in economic
impact supporting 96,993 jobs,
securing four straight record
years for the industry.

The Governor joined state
tourism leaders at The
Ashbrook Hotel in Frankfort
to celebrate tourism’s crucial
role in the commonwealth’s
booming economy.

“Another historic record-
breaking year for tourism
is more proof that we're
reigniting the American
Dream in Kentucky by
creating jobs, driving
investment and fueling
economic growth across the
commonwealth,” Beshear
said. “Whether it's our
bourbon, horse racing, state
parks, main streets or big
events, tourism is creating
opportunities in our com-
munities and showing people
why our New Kentucky
Home is the perfect place
to visit, work and live.”

According to a study by
Tourism Economics, 81.1
million travelers visited
Kentucky in 2025, an increase
of 1.1 million from the
previous year. Those travelers
spent a total of $10.4 billion
across the state, a $300 million
increase from 2024. The
breakdown of spending is
as follows:

e $2.7 billion on food and
beverages;

¢ $2.4 billion on lodging;

¢ S2 billion on transpor-
tation;

¢ $1.9 hillion on retail; and

¢ $1.4 billion on recreation
and entertainment

“The tourism industry
continues to be an economic
powerhouse for our com-
monwealth, and the impact
can’t be denied,” said
Tourism, Arts and Heritage
Cabinet Secretary Lindy
Casebier. “In a time of rapidly
advancing technology and
Al people crave authenticity

and hands-on experiences.
That’s why they are coming
to our New Kentucky Home:
to taste bourbon from the
source, to hike the trails of
our Kentucky State Parks,
to shop for hand-crafted items
at places like the Kentucky
Artisan Center, to explore
Kentucky Main Street
communities or to try
restaurants in the new
Historic Dining Guide.”

“Despite the headwinds
we are experiencing with
international travel, we are
pleased to have been able
to successfully pivot and drive
more domestic visitation
throughout 2025,” said
Kentucky Tourism Com-
missioner Mike Mangeot.
“This fourth consecutive
record is a testament to the
hard work of our local tourism
offices and attractions that
consistently go above and
beyond to create exceptional
experiences for travelers
every day.”

“Tourism is about more
than visitation — it’s about
telling Kentucky's story. A
strong tourism industry
highlights our people, our
culture and our authentic
visitor experiences,” said
Louisville Tourism CEO Cleo
Battle. “Visitation drives
economic impact, leading to
tourism investment and
supporting a thriving future
for Louisville and our state.”

“We are proud to host this
exciting announcement at
The Ashbrook, where
Kentucky's signature hos-
pitality continues to shine,”
said Jasen Fontaine, man-
aging director of SBG
Hospitality. “Time and again,
our state proves itself as a
premier destination rooted
in warmth, culture, and
unforgettable
experiences.”

Kentucky's impressive
economic success over the
last six years is a direct
reflection of the Beshear
administration’s

continued investments in the
tourism industry.

To capitalize on Kentucky's
historic economic momentum
and record-breaking tourism
success, Beshear announced
New Kentucky Home, a
strategic initiative to further
drive economic investment,
attract and retain talent and
increase tourism across the
commonwealth.

Today’'s announcement
follows three previous record-
breaking years: 2024, with
$14.3 billion in economic
impact and supporting 97,394
jobs; 2023, with more
than $13.8 billion in economic
impact; and 2022, with $12.9
million in economic impact.

In April, Beshear
announced that 94 tourism
marketing organizations
across 82 counties are
receiving $2 million through
the Regional Marketing and
Matching Funds Program.

In 2025, Beshear
announced five new tourism
development projects,
generating an estimated $118
million in economic
investment. These projects
are expected to create
approximately 298 jobs when
operational.

Since the beginning of the
Beshear administration, 37
tourism development projects
totaling an estimated
investment of $1.1 billion have
received final approval. Once
operational, these projects
will create more than 5,000
jobs. This is the highest
tourism investment figure
secured during the tenure
of any governor in the
commonwealth’s history.

Additionally, the admin-
istration has invested $88.1
million in Kentucky's tourism
industry, ncduding $75 million
in American Rescue Plan Act
funding to boost the state’s
tourism industry and
economy and $13.1 million
to strengthen promotional
marketing efforts.

For more information or
to view the full economic
impact report, please visit
kentuckytourism.com/
industry.

Tourism marketing and
development fund applications open

To assist in the growth of
tourism and its impact on your
community, the Bardstown-
Nelson County Tourist and
Convention Commission has
initiated a funding program for
government or non-profit
organizationsin Nelson County.
All requests shall be in keeping
with the Commission's mission
of the promotion, marketing
and development of tourist and
convention activities in Nelson
County.

All proposals must be
submitted no later than 4 p.m.
Aug. 6

ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS

¢ Mandatory attendance at
Hospitality Association Grant
Training Meeting on 7/27/2026
at 10am. upstairs of Old Talbott
Tavern

¢ A representative fromyour
group must sign in our reg-
istration book the day of the
meeting and must attend the
entire meeting.

e Tourism attractions,
festivals or events must be
located in Nelson County

¢ Must be a government
or non-profit entity

¢ Monies must be used for
hospitality focused projects.
(examples: signage, website,
marketing, etc.)

¢ All projects must promote
tourism and/or convention

business in Nelson County
What does it mean to pro-
mote tourism? Promoting
tourism means that the event,
experience, and/or project helps
to promote overnight stays, day
trips, and visitor experiences.

GENERAL GUIDELINES

¢ Signage must be pre-
approved with your local
county/city/state
guidelines. This approval must
accompany your application.

¢ All signage must be
tourism related

¢ LED signage is not an
allowable expense.

¢ Signage must be direc-
tional, wayfinding or educational.

¢ Website must be to
increase your online pres-
ence/visibility either with new
development or with expansion
of existing website.

¢ Please provide basic details
of why your website is nec-
essary and how it will be used
to drive more business.

¢ You must agree to link
your website to “Visit Bards-
town” website.

¢ Marketing materials must
be approved before production
by Bardstown Tourism Grant
Committee. (printed, digital,
billboard, etc.)

¢ You must submit quantity
your will be printing along with
a plan of distribution.

¢ All funding requests are

subject to the discretion of the
commission.

¢ The commission shall have
the option to award money on
a matching basis or as a loan.
Written proposals must be
submitted to the commission’s
development fund committee
no later than 4 p.m. on Aug.
6. All applicants will be asked
to go through an interview
process. The committee will
contact individual organizations
with questions or to schedule
appointments.

¢ No single project will be
funded for multiple year (s)
unless you have a multi-year
plan in place that is presented
with your initial application in
year one.

¢ Fach organization cannot
be funded for more than 3 years

consecutively.

FUNDING CATEGORIES
¢ Mini Grants: Projects

ranging from $1,000-55,000
¢ Impact Grants: Projects

ranging from $5,000 and up

AWARD DATE

Grant recipients will be
awarded at a luncheon on Sept.
24.

To apply for this grant please
send the filled out Grant Form
to
taylor@bardstowntourism.
com.
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“The size and location of the
site allow flexibility for
future expansion, incduding the
possibility of acquiring additional
acreage if future economic
development opportunities
warrant further growth,”
Hutchins said in the press
release.

The location would also
ideally connect to the coming
bypass roads — which are in

the state’s road plan in upcoming
years—that could help alleviate
traffic problems on the horizon.
“The City of Bardstown and
Nelson County Fiscal Courtalso
wish to address recent spec-
ulation circulating on social
media regarding the property,”
Hutchins said in his press
release. “There have been no
discussions regarding the
development of a data center
on this site, and no such proposal
has been presented or con-
sidered. Any claims suggesting
otherwise are inaccurate.”
Local officials tout the

partnership between govern-
mental entities as an example
of “proactive planning and
responsible growth” that figures
to benefit residents, businesses
and future generations.

This investment demons-
trates the commitment of both
local governments and eco-
nomic development officials to
proactive planning and
responsible growth.

“I's a good investment —
we're all on board with it,” said
Bardstown City Councilman
Bill Sheckles, who also serves
on the BIDC board.

NEW
Bardstown Independent
Board of Education meeting
will be noon Tuesday, June 16,
at Central Office, 308 N. Fifth St.
in Bardstown.

FREE COMMUNITY
COOKOUT
OKH chapter of the Greater

Louisville Association of
Realtors will have a free
community cookout
Wednesday, June 17, from 11
am. until the event ends at the
Bardstown Farmer’s Market.
Hamburgers, hot dogs, pork
chops and more will be served.

LATE NIGHT
SOUND BITES

Bardstown Main Street Late
Night Sound Bites this month is
Friday, June 19, at the Mayor’s
Park from 6 p.m. to 8 pm. with
live music by Chasing Judah
and bites by Backroads BBQ.
Select downtown shops will be
openuntil 8 p.m. with specials
and surprises. Set your chairs
out, shop local, grab dinner and
enjoy an evening in downtown
Bardstown.

BOURBON CITY
STREET CONCERT
AND JAMBOREE
Bardstown Main Street 23rd
annual Bourbon City Street
Concert and Jamboree will be
Saturday, June 20 in downtown
Bardstown. Bring your chairs
and enjoy live music, food and
fun. Events include a kids' zone
from noonto 4 p.m. Bourbon
samples (for a small fee), mobile
golf simulator, putt-putt fun
and downtown shopping
specials and restaurant deals all
aftemoon. Beginning at 6 p.m.
celebrate America’s 250th
birthday with United We Jam
themed concert with Chasing
Judah, The Wilson Brothers and
headliner: Unleashed: The Toby
Keith Tribute. Come dressed in
your best, red, white and blue
attire and be ready for a night
full of music and community.

JUNE
YOGA AT
MAYOR’S PARK

Yoga at Mayor’s Park is part
of Tiny Tapas’ mission to bring
small practices for real life into
the Bardstown community and
encourage movement,
mindfulness, and connection in
our shared outdoor spaces.

The sessions will be
Saturday, June 13, from9am.
to 10:30 am. and Sunday, June
21 from6 p.m.to7:30 pm.

Uasses focus on simple
movement, stretching, breath,
and mindfulness, making them
perfect for beginners as well as
experienced yoga students
looking for a relaxed outdoor
practice.

Mats and props will be
provided. Participants are
encouraged to wear
comfortable clothing. Classes
are free and opento the
community.

BARDSTOWN CITY

SCHOOLS MEALS TO GO

Bardstown City Schools will
be offering SUN Meals to Go
freeto all children 18 and
under. Seven days of breakfast
and lunch will be distributed
each Thursday at Bardstown
Elementary School through
July 16. Pick up between 11
am.to 1 p.m.Sign up at
www.bardstown kyschools.us.
Summer Boost and receive free
books and resources for
summer learning activities. Visit
the BCS website for more
information.

GOLD RUSHRALLY
COMING TO
BARDSTOWN

Gold Rush Rally will be
coming through Bardstown
with approximately 75 exotic
and high-end supercars
beginningat 1 p.m.on
Saturday, June 13, offering
residents and visitors to
experience some of the world’s
most elite vehicles up close. The
rally will make a brief but
impactful stop departing at 3
p.m. as it continues its multi-city
journey. Everyoneis
encouraged to come
downtown during therally’s
stop take photos and enjoy
shops, restaurants and
attractions.

CIVIL WAR MUSEUM

Civil War Museum of the
Western Theatre, 310 East
Broadway, will be hosting
frontier reenactors June 20
from10a.m.to4 p.m.in
celebration of Red, White and
Bardstown. Reenactors will be
celebrating frontier life in
Kentucky.

BOSTON SBDM
COUNCIL
Boston SBDM Council will
meet at4 p.m. Wednesday,
June 17, in the Brain Gym.
Meetings are opento the
public.

PARKINSON'S
SUPPORT GROUP
The next meeting of the
Parkinson's Support Group will
be 1 p.m. Wednesday, June 17,
in the Nelson County Public
Library, Community Room 1.
This will be open discussion
and sharing of concems, ideas
and tips for living well with
Parkinson's. Call Jane Swarts at
(502) 3504458 for more
information.

BERNHEIM
FIREFLY DINNER

On June 26, immerse
yourself in the wonders of the
noctumal world at the James B.
Beam Distilling Co. Firefly
Dinner. Enjoy a three-course
dining experience curated by
Chef Brian Landry of The
Kitchen Table, paired with
Beam cocktails and surrounded
by the glow of thousands of
fireflies near Lake Nevin. Guests
will also take partin a guided
nighttime hike through the
twinkling landscape.

The following evening, June
27, gather for Evening at Isaac's,
featuring a seasonal dinner
buffet prepared by Isaac's Cafe
Chef Katianne Hembrey. Guests
will also enjoy a special Wildlife
at Bernheim presentation led
by Natural Areas Manager Evan
Patrick.

Whether you're looking for
an elevated culinary adventure
beneath the stars or arelaxing
evening of food and forest
conservation, these
experiences offer memorable
ways to connect with nature
this summer.

JUNETEENTH
CELEBRATION
Celebrate Juneteenth at St.

Monica Catholic Church, 407 S.
Third St., in Bardstown, on
Friday,June 19, at6 p.m.foran
uplifting evening of music,
fellowship, and celebration.
Enjoy a special Songfest
featuring inspiring music from
local churches and artists as we
gather under this year's theme,
“Freedom’s Resurgence.”

THE INSPIRATIONS

The Southem Gospel Group
will be singing at Egypt
Christian Church in Columbia,
(Adair County) on Thursday,
June 25, at 6:30 p.m.CST.
Admission is love offering.
Everyone welcome. For further
information, call (270) 634-
4468.

COMMUNITY ART
POP UP SHOP
In celebration of Juneteenth

weekend a community art pop
up shop will be at 624 N. Third
St, Suite 103 in Bardstown from
3pm.to5p.m.June21,
celebrating culture, art and
expression. Featured artists,
Maya Nell Creations, Marcart,
KP, Crafted by Coya, Jassmine
Made It and Angelface and
Marcus Cosby. There will be
prints, originals, sculpted
pieces, jewelry, handmade
mats and more.

NELSON COUNTY
FAIR PAGEANTS
Entry forms are now

available for the various
pageants for the 2026 Nelson
County Fair. ALL contestants
must be aKY resident. There
are some pageants that are for
Nelson County residents only.
For more information for each
pageant can be found at
www.nelsoncofair.com. Some
of the pageants do have early
deadlines.

JULY
NELSON COUNTY
FEEDING AMERICA
DATE CHANGE
Beginning in July 2026 the
monthly Feeding America
distribution date will change
from the fourth Wednesday of
the month to the fourth
Tuesday of the month at the
Nelson County Fairgrounds.
Important: This change does
not start until July.

RED, WHITE &
BARDSTOWN PARADE
The Red, White, & Bardstown

Parade will take place on Friday,
July 3, at noon, with music
starting at One Court Square at
11 a.m. The parade will kick off
the celebrations taking place
throughout the weekend infor
the Nation's 250th Birthday.
Parade forms are located at City

Hall, One Court Square, or email
bardstownchristmasparade@o
utlook.com or text (502) 507-
5478.There is nofee to enter
and cash prizes will be given for
first place Float ($1,500); and
Categories: Walking
Group/Performance Group &
Vehicle or Vehicle Group.Those
that are judged to be the most
patriotic will receive $750 for
first place; $500 for second
place; and $250 for third place.

STEPHEN FOSTER
DRAMA ASSOCIATION
TOHOST YOUTH
PERFORMING

ARTS ACADEMY

The Stephen Foster Drama
Association (SFDA) in
Bardstown is set to host a series
of theater camps for area youth
this summer through its Youth
Performing Arts Academy. A
total of three distinct camps will
be hosted, each centered on a
different theatre production.
Participants will learn core
theatre skills, including solo and
ensemble singing,
choreography, ensemble work
and more.

Session 1: Annie Day Camp

Date: July 10 | Time: 9am-4
p.m.|Grades: 2-8

This day camp gives
participants an exclusive
behind-the-curtain look at
SFDA's production of “Annie.”
Campers will get a backstage
tour of the production and the
opportunity to learn the basics
of vocals, choreography, acting
and designing props and
playbills. Camp wraps with a
mini “Annie” showcase for
parents at 3:30 p.m.and the
opportunity to attend that
evening's performance of
“Annie.”

Cost: $150 per campetr;
includes one adult ticket and
onestudent ticket tothe
performance of “Annie” at 8
p-m. Additional tickets will be
available at the box office.

Session 2: Dare to Dream Jr.:
A Disney Musical Revue Camp

Dates:July 20-26 | Time: 9
a.m.-1 pm,| Grades: 2-12

At this day camp, students
step into the spotlight with a
deep dive into musical theatre,
Disney-style. Campers will
participate in acting and vocal
workshops, solo and ensemble
singing, choreography and
ensemble work. Camp
concludes with a public
performance of “Disney Dare to
Dream, Jr.” on July 26, featuring
a thrilling mix of Disney’s
contemporary songs, timeless
classics and brand-new
medleys.

Cost: $250 per campetr,
includes two tickets to the
public performance on Sunday,
July 26 at 7 p.m. Additional
tickets will be available for $5
each at the box office.

Session 3: Winnie the Pooh
KIDS Camp

Dates: Aug. 24-29 | Time: 4-7
p.m.| Grades: 2-8

At this camp, participants
venture into the Hundred Acre
Wood with a show based on
the beloved characters of AA.
Milne and the animated Disney
film. Campers will engagein
acting and vocal workshops,
solo and ensemble singing,
choreography and ensemble
work. Camp ends with a public
performance of “Winnie the
Pooh KIDS" on Saturday, Aug.
29.

Cost: $250 per campetr,
includes two tickets to the
public performance on
Saturday, Aug. 29 at 6 p.m.
Additional tickets will be
available for $5 each at the box
office.

Teaching artists include Allen
and Katie Brooks. Allenisa
math and theatre teacher at
Thomas Nelson High Schoolin
Bardstown, where he directs
productions. He also works in
professional theatre as an actor
and sound designer/engineer.
Katie teaches theatre and
English at her alma mater,
Bethlehem High Schoolin
Bardstown. There, she directs all
theatre productions, as well as
the school’s International
Thespian Society Troupe.

Spaceis limited. All sessions
will be held at the J. Dan Talbott
Amphitheater in historic
Bardstown, Kentucky (411 E.
Stephen Foster Ave). To
register, visit
stephenfoster.com/academy.

Alex Barlow
Lellan S. Barlow, Jr.
Funeral Director/Embalmer

First and Only Crematory in Nelson County
2675 E. JOHN ROWAN BLVD. « BARDSTOWN

502-348-2844

www.barlowfh.com

arlow
Funeral Home

online condolences
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Local adult education offers ELDT

Pathways UP
looks to the
future of
programs

BY KATELYN NORRIS
KNORRIS@KYSTANDARD.COM

Pathways UP Adult Edu-
cation recently began offering
Entry Level Driver Training
(ELDT), seeing success in
its pilot year of the program.

Last month, Pathways UP
began its first class for its
ELDT program. The six-
month class gives adults the
hands-on knowledge and skills
of the workforce, while also
teaching soft skills for every
job. Program Instructor Scott
Thompson said the adult
education program works
similarly to the UP Center’s
Heavy Equipment Science
pathway.

Thompson said the adults
in the program will complete
the accelerated six-month dass
to gain the skills to put them
on a path toward earning their
Certified Learners Permit. In
the program, students will
work toward a Class A license,
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Association certification and
Department of Transportation
physical before they move on
from Pathways UP to courses
at Elizabethtown Community
and Technical College.

“This is our first cohort that

started May 1, so we may
shorten the time frame
depending on how the stu-
dents do,” Thompson said.
“But we want to make sure
they had plenty of time,
because they've got work, life,
kids, everything else to take
into consideration as well. ...
We want to make it to where
the adults can get in there,
and this is something they
can do easily with the allotted
time.”

The ELDT class is an online
program with some in-person
meetings for hands-on training.
Nelson County Schools is the
physical agent for the Adult
Education grant, so the class
gets to train at Bloomfield
Middle School with the Build
UP program.

Kristin Morgan, Director
of Adult Education, said they
believed an ELDT class for
adults would be a beneficial
program to offer. Pathways
UP serves adults in Wash-
ington, Marion, Meade
and Nelson Counties in many
ways, but Morgan said they
wanted to pilot something new.

Morgan said the 11 students
in the program have jumped
into it with eagerness. She
said last month during their
firstin-person meeting they've
already began to root for one
another.

“They've been around each
other three times, but watching
them cheer each other on and
talk with each other, it's going
really well, and you can tell

that they’re enjoying,” she said.

The ELDT program has
also caught the attention of
regional businesses in need
of new drivers. Thompson said
they have several who are
eager to speak with their
students and want to open
up employment opportunities
for them.

Thompson this program will
help local trucking companies
in Nelson County and the
surrounding counties. The
Build UP mircoschool is now
a regional training center and
he said they're working to
try to take care of the com-
panies and provide people with
a transition into a world of
work.

He said the high school
program prepares students,
but those under 21 who earned
their CDL can only operate
within the state. At the adult
level, earning a CDL opens
up more job opportunities.

“We want to try to get as
many adults that are aware
of this program, get the word
out about it, and give them
that opportunity to put another
tool in their toolbox to make
them more successful,”
Thompson said. “If you got
a CDL, you'll never be without
ajob. We're giving them more
opportunities, because it’s not
so much of ‘I can’t find a job’
anymore, we've still got this
huge skills gap that’s getting
worse. We've got to keep on
working toward filling that
skills gap.”

WEEK
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Lacy said it’s humbling for
the Bourbon Capital Alliance
to see how the community
has bought into National
Bourbon Week. He said
regardless if someone enjoys
bourbon or not, no one can
deny the economic impact the
bourbon industry has had on
Bardstown and Nelson
County.

“... Notonly from a tourism
perspective, which is obviously
massive, but our distilleries
and our bourbon industry
provides so many great jobs
for Nelson County,” Lacy said.
“(We're) really, really thankful,
and it’s a good time to celebrate
responsibly. The industry has
formed the backbone of what
Bardstown has become.”

Throughout the week the
10 partner distilleries will
hosting events, but local
businesses will also be hosting
bourbon-center
gatherings. Bardstown Main
Street Director Randi Mouser
said a lot of their downtown
businesses see the value in
an event like National Bourbon
Week and all the new people
it can bring into the downtown
area.

Stacey Phelps, President

of the Bardstown-Nelson
County Tourism Commission,
said the experiences during
National Bourbon Week are
unique. Visitors and locals can
take a distillery tour or speak
with a master distiller.

“I think that sets us apart
from everybody else,” she said.
“It’s not just a basic tour. These
are things that you can go
back and tell people about
when you get home, and how
exciting it was to be able to
have that access to these
people.”

The 23rd Annual Bourbon
City Street Concert will be
one of the final events to wrap
up National Bourbon Week.
Bardstown Main Street hosts
the yearly concert, with events
all day for families along Third
Street. Mouser said this year
they wanted to tie the concert
into the upcoming America
250th celebration — naming
the event “United We Jam.”

Music will begin on June
20 at 6 p.m. with local band
Chasing Judah followed by
the Wilson Brothers. The
event’s headliner will be
Unleashed: The Toby Keith
Tribute. The concert’s largest
sponsors are WesBanco and
James B. Beam Distilling Co.

Mouser said the festivities
don’t begin with the concert.
From noon to 4 p.m. on
Saturday, the first two blocks

of Third Street will be home
to the event’s daytime activities.
Swope is sponsoring this year's
Kids Zone with a wide
selection of activities like
bounce houses, slides, games
and more.

Derby City Mobile Mini
Golf will have a short putt-
putt course for attendees, while
Southern Swing, a mobile golf
simulator, will also be available.

On the Rocks Bartending
will also be providing bourbon
tastings from local distillers
for $5.

“Another cool thing that
we're doing too, is we've
partnered with The Gallery,
(as) since they've moved
they're right in the middle
of everything now,” Mouser
said. “We're going to have
some live local artists thatll
be outside painting.”

Road closures will begin
in preparation for the event
beginning at 10 a.m. on
Saturday. Third Street to
Broadway will be closed as
will Flaget from the Farmers
Market to the city parking
lot, although they will still be
open and available for parking.

Additionally, the outer lane
of the roundabout at the
intersection of Third Street
will be closed. The inner lane
will remain open.

CRUSADE
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and sent out mailers asking
for donations.

However, this year was
special as the department
received an anonymous
$100,000 donation in memory
of Bill Bidwell. Bidwell was
one of the main leaders of
the Kentucky Railway
Museum'’s train robbery
events.

Cecil said they also got a
matching donation of $25,000
from Tom and Rhonda
Wimpsett. Although the
couple live in Bardstown, Tom
is a New Haven native. Cecil
said he reached out to them
asking if the department was
able to raise $25,000, if they
would match the amount.

“There’s a lot of excitement
this year with our 50th
anniversary,” he said. “A lot
of people are being drawn
into that, and I really believe
that has helped draw the
excitement for this 2026
crusade campaign.”

Cecil said he believes
people continue to donate
to the Crusade for Children
campaigns because they know
it will come back to the
community. All of the pro-
ceeds for the Crusade go
toward initiatives for children

with special needs.

Other fire departments in
Nelson County were also
feeling the generosity from
community members this
year. Bardstown Fire
Department raised $22,411,
while Nelson County Fire and
Rescue raised $24,900.
Northeast Nelson Fire
Protection District earned
$20,100. New Hope Volunteer
Fire Department got $1,329.30
and Boston Volunteer Fire
Department raised $1,754.88.

Bardstown Fire Depart-
ment Chief Todd Spalding
said it is incredible to see
people being willing to donate
during a time of financial
hardship. Spalding said it’s
wonderful to see people still
have compassion and are able
to pull together funding to
support children.

Spalding said they received
a $10,000 gift from a local
American Legion post.
Additionally, BFD has a
number of “In Memory of”
donations including one from
44 Auto Mart for Ron and
Russ Mulvaney, Rita Jo Yates
for Gary and Tracy Borland,
Peggy Schlesinger for Janet
Stitch and Judith Dennis for
Tom Mobley.

“They enjoy it, especially
when they know that the
money is going back to the
kids,” Spalding said of par-
ticipation from firemen. “They

enjoy this community
interaction and being able
to interact in the with the
community outside of an
emergency situation.”

Northeast Nelson Fire
Chief Ted Shields has been
in the field for more than 30
years and has seen the
Crusade for Children cam-
paign continue to change.
Shields said he remembers
when they reached $10,000
for the first time and what
a huge deal it was. He said
to see so many people
continue to give back is a
testament to them.

For Northeast Nelson,
Shields said they raised
money from their roadblocks,
selling concessions at car
shows and generous dona-
tions from area businesses.
He said their team is also
anxious to participate in the
donations each year; it's a
labor of love for them all.

“It’s outstanding, because
I'm sure that almost
everybody involved with
Crusade collections in Nelson
County probably knows
somebody or someone’s
family that benefits from these
funds,” he said. “... I'm sure
that most of us probably are
familiar with a family or a
child that’s benefited from
these funds that are raised,
so it’s very gratifying.”
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FATHER;SDAY/SAVINGS!

1% 00KOUT BUNDLE!

4 HALF SLABS BABY BACK RIBS
3 LBS.
4 LBS.
3 LBS.
4 LBS.
3 LBS.
2 LBS.

23 LBS. OF MEAT
FOR ONE LOW PRICIEI
WAS

RIB EYE STEAKS

PORK BURGERS

SIRLOIN STEAKS

SLICE PORK TENDERLOIN
SMOKED SAUSAGE
CHICKEN WINGS

NOW ONLY

17

§

FATHER’S DAY STEAK SALE

USDA PRIME RIB EYE LOIN..........
USDA PRIME RIB EYE STEAKS......
USDA PRIME NY STRIP LOIN.......

$15.49 Ib.
$18.99 Ib.
$14.99 Ib.

USDA PRIME NY STRIP STEAKS.. $18.99 Ib.
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2 LB TUB ONLY $10.95







